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Iran’s secret arms dedl
was a real steal

T By NILES LATHEM

Bureau Chief
WASHINGTON -
The Reagan Adminis-
tration sold arms and
military spare parts
to Iran at bargain
basement rates in an
effort to skirt Con-
gressional disclosure
laws, the Post has
learned.

According to Con-
gressional officials

who received brief-
ings from -
tor W e
and National S8ecurity
Advisor John Poin-
dexter yesterday, the
administration gave
Iran a huge discount
on the sale of TOW
anti-tank missiles
and spare parts for
Hawk  anti-aircraft
missile.

The aim was to
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avoid prematurely
revealing cloak

dagger U.S. dealings

with moderates In
Ayatollah Khomeini’s
regime.

Sources said Iran
was sold the arms at

. below market costs to

get around the Arms
Export Control Act of
1986 which requires
that all arms sales to
foreign countries

over $14 million be re-
ported immediately
to Congress.

Inco - House
Speaker Jim Wright
(D-Tex) told report-
ers that Casey said
the Iranians paid $12
million for 2008 TOW
missiles and addi-
tional components for
Hawk anti-aircraft
missiles.

However, according

to Pentagon sources,
a single TOW missile
usually is sold for
$10,000 — adding that
Iran should have paid
at least $20 million
for the TOW’s alone.
A senlor adminis-
tration official, when
asked about Congres-
stonal complaints
over the discount,
noted that the Arms
Export Control Act

provides that the
President can waive
disclosure require-
ments in cases of na-
tional security.

Other new develop-.

ments that emerged
from the Congres-
sional briefings in-
clude:
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" ain, Switzerland, Por-

tugal and Israel have
been shipping arms
and spare parts to

objections.
In one case Israel

arms to Iran that the
US. _did not “con:
done,” and was forced

by the Reagan ad- sgan_ad-

ministr.

trieve,” it 1n Tehr.
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